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« EGWA presentation

e Greenways:. an asset for accessible
tourism

e Economic impact of accessible tourism in
Europe

e Accessible Greenways In Europe, best
practices, some examples

e Some conclusions
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: In 1998 the European
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Vias Verdes.

Greenways Association
(EGWA) was created in Namur
(Wallonia, Belgium)

. ® ASOCIACIGy
AACION
o DEViAs yeppe A

ODbjectives: inventory,
encouraging the creation and
promotion of Greenways In
Europe.

Secretariat and executive seat
In Madrid (Spain).

46 members from 15 countries
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DE L'ENERGIE ; VILLE DE CHARLEROI - CZECH REPUBLIC:ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP for
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (EPSD) - FRANCE : ASSOCIATION DES DEPARTEMENTS ET
REGIONS CYCLABLES (DRC) ; ASSOCIATION FR. VELO ROUTES ET VOIES VERTES (AF3V) ;
ASSOCIATION FRANCAISE POUR LE DEVELOPPEMENT ET LA PROMOTION DE L’AVENUE VERTE
LONDON/PARIS CLUB DES VILLES CYCLABLES ; MINISTERE DE L’'ECOLOGIE, DU
DEVELOPPEMENT DURABLE, DES TRANSPORTS ET DU LOGEMENT (MEDDTL) ; ECO-COMPTEUR;
HUNGARY : GREENWAYS METHODOLOGY ASSOCIATION (GMA); - IRELAND: GREAT
SOUTHERN TRAIL; HERITAGE COUNCIL OF IRELAND - ITALY: ASSOCIAZONE ITALIANA
GREENWAYS (AIG) - LATVIA: VIDZEME TOURISM ASSOCIATION - LUXEMBOURG: MINISTERE DU
TOURISME - PORTUGAL: ASSOCIACAO PORTUGUESA DE CORREDORES VERDES; CAMARA
MUNICIPAL DE MONTEMOR-O-NOVO; CAMARA MUNICIPAL DE VALENCA ; COMUNIDADE
INTERMUNICIPAL DA REGIAO DAO LAFOES; COMUNIDADE INTERMUNICIPAL DO MINHO-LIMA
(CIM—ALTO MINHO) MUNICIPIO DE MONCAO; REDE FERROVIARIA NACIONAL (REFER); -
SPAIN: ADMINISTRADOR DE INFRAESTRUCTURAS FERROVIARIAS (ADIF); BASQUETOUR-
AGENCIA VASCA DE TURISMO ; CONSELL COMARCAL DE LA TERRA ALTA ; CONSORCI VIES
VERDES DE GIRONA ; CONSORCIO TURISTICO PLAZAOLA; CONSORCIO TURISTICO VIA VERDE
DEL NOROESTE ; CONSORCIO VIA VERDE DEL TARAZONICA ; DIPUTACION PROVINCIAL DE
JAEN; FUNDACION FERROCARRILES ESPANOLES (FFE) ; FUNDACION VIA VERDE DE LA SIERRA
- GENERALITAT VALENCIANA. D. G. DE TRANSPORTES, PUERTOS Y COSTAS; MANCOMUNIDAD
VIA VERDE DE LA JARA — UNITED KINGDOM: SUSTRANS.

Honorary members: BELGIUM: SNCB-HOLDING - SPAIN: ADMINISTRADOR DE
RAESTRUCTURAS FERROVIARIAS (ADIF); MINISTERIO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE Y MEDIO
RURAL Y MARINO; USA: RAILS TO TRAILS CONSERVANCY (RTC).
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What does EGWA do? A

Pr m r nW DES VOIES VERTES EN EUROPE :
omotes gree ays

Exemples

e Awards l

e Conferences

e Observatory

e Greenways Day, within the
European Mobility Week

.......
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COMMISSION ELROPEENNE

e Best Practices Guides,

e European projects (REVER,
Greenways4Tour, Naviki,
Greenways Product) |

e information exchange, initiatives 5 oo
diffusion, networking,
cooperation, advice, lobbying,
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ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS

Greenways Product

From “Tourism Resource” to “Tourism Product”
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Sroduct

Greenway product is an
EU-funded project, the
main goal of which is to
stimulate the creation of
a new tourism product,
“Greenways of Europe”,
helping to establish,
promote and market the
tourism offer of European
Greenways.

Project co-financed by the Competitiveness and Innovation
Framework Programme of the European Union




“the accessibility chain”

From accessible infrastructure

... to tourism products for all



Greenways

Communication routes reserved
exclusively for non-motorized
journeys

Satisfactory standards
8vidth,
gradient, and
&urface condition...

user-friendly and low-risk for users of
all abilities. Including people with
educed mobility.
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Greenways

Refitted infrastructures,
such as:

abandoned railways
canal towpaths
disused military roads =
other paths closed to motorized §
traffic

a dh dh b

Daily mobility, active tourism, A
healthy leisure, sport and exercise |
for everyone Phil Cheattle/Sustrans

urban or rural
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Greenways:

a way to preserve the cultural and industrial heritage
of the disused railway lines in Europe, thanks to the
restoration and maintenance of structures such as
tunnels, viaducts and station buildings.




Infrastructures facilitating access
Reconditioning of railway bridges
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Rehabilitation of
disused railway stations
to install Services and

tourism equipment
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Multiple examples in Europe.




Greenways: an asset for accessible tourism

Gradients less than 3 %o, rectilinear tracks, wide curves.

Exceptional and respectful

access to nature...




¥ Greenways design have to
re€nways

. . . . . ;'--, 'y ‘ R I b'- _. : I ‘“. ’
optimize its accessibility o R IS
allowing access by all types e )
of users, including mobility [SESSsEses - =

impaired people




¥ Design greenways for people with disabilities means to
include facilities and services for most of the population
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Gres-enways




¥ Tactile information panels, materials of different textures ,.S
to guide persons with impaired vision

% It’s easy to reserve parking

space for mobility impaired
visitors
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...or bicycles for impaired people




%-For some people with disability (also including elderly,

g ¥ X 5 ¥

Grs®nways

children...) greenways represent the only way of getting exercise or
visiting the great outdoors by themselves




-2 Why to promote tourism for all? é’

To offer equal opportunities

To enhance the quality of the tourism offers

Because people with disabilities and senior
citizens constitutes a growing sector.

Because it reduces the seasonality of the
tourism sector.




Economic impact of accessible tourism
INn Europe




Sitermap | Aboul this gite | Legal natice | Contact | Search i ErlgliSl'l fer'.]l v

ENTERPRISE AND INDUSTRY

European
Commissian

European Conmmission > Enterprise and Indusiry > Events

o] [N <@m =
Mind the Accessibility Gap: Rethinking Accessible Tourism in Europe
Event date: 0606 = 0E/06/2014 Foer =
3 2 0]t oo leril opics
Location: Building Carlemagne - Room De Gasperi - Eﬂ

Rue de la Loi/'Wetstraat 170 - 1000 Brussel - EE“ i
{Belgium)

The conference presented the economiic potential of accessible tourism, the choices and Related news

preferences of people with special needs, the state of the current supply of accessible

tourism services, the skills and training needed. B Industrial competitiveness:
This cenference built on the results of a study "Economic P T
- impact and travel patterns of accessible tourism in Eurcpe” and Member States
=4 immcaay | l2unched by the European Commission, with the financing - 3 %
HIHD f h *,& of the European Parfiament, i Roiiial SMEs?
1 i it L ¥

mm,  THE ACCESSIBILITY GAP!

It zlsc looked 2t how tourism operaters and especially X e TS

SMEs can reap the potential of this market which ‘still today groblems from Arfanesoace =nd

remiains vastly under-served, Because making tourism E52

maore accessible is 2 social responsibilicy; but also a oc o i p——

compelliing business. il taynch t e
zarallites

A ceremony for the European Excellence Award for

Accessible Tourism. tock place at the end of the event: a Eﬂﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬂlﬂ}mﬂ b

Live Web-Streaming is zvailable at the following URL: pEvigation programme

https:/fscic.ec.europa. sufstreaming/index.php?
es=Z2&sessionno=30610za0e24r3echd2637e06M3b3aT2

- F iy -
Documents & links

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item id=7486&lang=en




Current demand and forecasting — Key findings

1. As of 2011, there were 138.6 million people with access needs
in the EU, of which 35.9% were people with disabilities aged 15-64,
and 64.1% were the elderly population aged 65 or above.

2. Among the EU27 countries, UK, France, Germany, Italy and
Spain are countries with the largest population of people with
access needs, all above 10 million.

3.1n 2012, people with access needs in the EU took
approximately 783 million trips within the EU, and the demand
is anticipated to grow to about 862 million trips per year by
2020, equivalent to an average growth rate of 1.2% annually.

© GfK Belgium 2014 | 6 June 2014 6

ECONOMIC IMPACT AND TRAVEL PATTERNS OF ACCESSIBLE TOURISM IN EUROPE
Presentation of the key study findings
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Current demand and forecasting— Key findings GFK
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(2012-2020)
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Economic impact assessment — Key findings

1. The direct gross turnover of EU’s Accessible Tourism in 2012 was
about €352 billion; after taking the multiplier effect into account, the
total gross turnover contribution amounted to about €786 billion.

with disabilities

# Direct Contribution = Indirect Contribution = Induced Contribution

Current gross turnover contribution in 2012 (€ million)

2GR Belgivm 2014 | § June 2014 23
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Economic impact assessment — Key findings

2. The direct gross value added of EU's Accessible Tourism in
2012 was about €150 billion; after taking the multiplier effect
into account, the total gross value added contribution amounted
to about €356 billion.

fisabilities

® Direct Contnbution = Indirect Contribution » Induced Contribution

Current gross value added contribution in 2012 (€ million)

& G Belgium 2014 | 6 June 2014 24




Travel companions — Key findings

The economic contribution of
Accessible Tourism will be amplified
by a similar scale if the travel
companion effect is taken into
account.

On average, people with access
needs in the EU travel with

about 1.9 companions; people with
disabilities tend to travel with more
companions than the elderly

" population (2.2 and 1.6)




Scenarios — Key findings

Under scenarios of minimum, medium and extensive
improvements, the tourism demand could potentially increase
against the current level by 24.2%, 33.2% and 43.6%,
respectively.

e The current tourism demand in 2012 generated €786 billion
of gross turnover and €394 billion of GDP, equivalent to

about 2.75% of the total EU27 GDP, and 8.7 million persons of
employment within the EU, considering direct, indirect and
induced contributions.

e The EU economy could benefit from further contribution
under scenarios of minimum, medium and extensive
improvements by about 18%, 25% and 36% against the current
level, respectively.



Best practices for European
greenways In matters of accessibility
and inclusive leisure




ACCESIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS é,

LEAFLET EN /FR / ES

Guide to best practices
and recommendations

for accessible Greenways
Tourisme Accessible
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Grs®nways

2 These Guides and Leaflets contribute to improved

knowledge and capabilities of entrepreneurs and local
providers in respect of the requirements of greenways
users (especially people with disabilities) in order to

adapt their services to this kind of users and provide

accessible facilities and equipment.
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Gre®nways

Objective: to spread a selection of European best
practices about Greenways accessibility between major
players and stakeholder organizations with a view to
achieving a wide range transferring knowledge




ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS
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¥ The Guide and Leaflet about
Accessibility on Greenways
helps people to consider new :
ideas and change people’s way "
of thinking in favor of people
with disabilities

% These tools allow European
Greenways managers to take
advantage of the experience
gained by others




2> Exemplary European Greenways initiatives 2.

2nd Prize 4th EGA, 2009 -Sustainable, Development & Tourism
Gaves Greenway / Voie verte de Gaves

e |Located in the French Pyrenees, near Lourdes; 18 km
long.

It was awarded with the “Tourisme et Handicaps” label.

(2005: hearing, motor and Intellectual; 2010, visual)




Pour contacter le SMDRA:
4 rue Michelet 65100 Lourdes
tel.: 05 62 42 64 98

e-mail: contact@smdra.fr

Lourdes _

... Lau-Balagnas

Saint-Savin  _

L Adcst
En\himreﬂﬁe—ﬂeatulus -t

wei i [rEe Souom

UNE VOIE ACCESSIBLE
A TOUS

L vole Verte ses Gove

La Voie Verte des Gaves est labellisée
Tourisme et Handicap pour quatre

handicaps : moteur, mental, auditif et visuel.

Les nouveaux aménagements réalisés en

2010 rendent la voie verte accessible aux

non-voyants et aux malvoyants.

Syndicat Mixte
| "arrondissement d 'Argelés-Gazost

www.valleesdesgaves.com




ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS
- Exemplary European Greenways initiatives 2’

Sadne-et-Loire Greenways

e The first French department which had an operational
greenway (Cluny — Givry)

e Nowadays, it is a wide network of accessible greenways

e |t was awarded with the “Tourisme et Handicaps” label for
implanting accesible facilities (2007, 2012)

e They organise activities to promote accesibility and a tourism
for all




Les Voies Vertes de Sa€ne-et-
Loire en Bourgogne du Sud

Aménagements demandés

- Différents maitres d’ouvrages concernés, des concertations
sont nécessaires avec les communes.

- parking : emplacement a — de 50 m, bretelle d'acces

Réévaluation

- bancs a proximité des parkings




ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS
- Exemplary European Greenways initiatives 2‘

Girona Greenways

e One of the pioneer organizations in the matter of accessibilty in
Spain

e They launched an enhancement plan to solve problems in the
greenways (2007)

e They offer guides with information for disabled people and all
kind of users

e They provide adaptative bikes, accessible facilities...




ACCESSIBLE TOURISM ON EUROPEAN GREENWAYS

"3

- Exemplary European Greenways initiatives

Terra Alta Greenway

e A Tourism Plan was launched to make this greenway accessible
for all users (2010)

e The plan included brochures and guides to promote the project

e The track was bordered by 12 cm high kerbs to act as guides for
the visually impaired
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Since its creation in 1993, the Spanish Greenways programme has been
in the forefront of the promotion of universal accessibility standards

m{gzp_g_nm] Spanish Railways foundation
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i Por qué fomentar el Turismo para TODOS?
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bjective of the guide

Greenways and localities crossed
by greenways, to become
accessible tourism
destinations for all.

Provide objective and accurate
information about the
accessibility in these
greenways and the tourism

= supply in their territories

| | Fundacién
s = Espana

Fundacién Blodiversidad Fundacion ONCE
para la cooperacion e integraciin social
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The starting point....

A pre-existing infrastructure
accessible and used by people
with disabilities.

A specific experience of greenways
adaptation to improve
accessibility (VV Girona, Terra
Alta, Sierra ...)

Lack of information on
complementary accessible tourist
supply

A previous collaboration PREDIF-
FFE
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INFORMACION ViA VERDE
& Ficha técnica

(D) Informacién general
€ Mapa

ﬂ Perfil de la ruta

& No te puedes perder

§ cima llegar

o
ACCESIBILIDAD ViA verpe | & Ficha técnica

& Accesitiidad general Tramo: Entre Calera y Chozas y |a antigua
estacion de Sants Quiteria, .

3] oiscapacidad intelectual | municiplos: Calera y Chozas, Aldeanueva de La Jara, £l Camaiio  Castilla
de La Jara, Sevillieja de La Jara, La Nava de Ricomalillo y Puerto la Mancha

Tramo 1:
> Ak ok B de San Vicente.
Provincia: Toledo.
* T Gestor: Mancomunidad de la Via Verde de | lara. e

Practicable para PMR .
Web: www.viaverdedelajara.com

wp Tramo 3: e-mail : yolanda@ayte-campilio.com
Apto para PMR B
i Teléfono: 925455739
Teléfono de emergencia: 112

Alajamientas = :
(@) Informacidn general

Restauracién .
La Via Verde de |a Jara localizada en la provincia de Toledo, es un tesoro para los amantes de log

espacios virgenes de interior ain por descubrir, Este itinerario no motorizado gue conecta Calera y
Chozas con Santa Quiteria, entre las estribaciones de los Montes de Toleda y 2l Puente de San

Oficinas de turismo

Monumentos Vicente, nos regala 52 km de magicas experiencias sensoriales,

Museas Discurre sobre el antiguo trazado del ferrocartil entre Talavera de la Reina (Toledo) y Villanueva
de la Serena {Badajoz), que empezo a construirse en la década de 1920, pero gue nunca llego a

Naturaleza entrar en servicio. Hoy, los vestigios de aguel trazado con 17 tineles, 7 espectaculares viaductos

vy 8 estaciones marcan el cardcter ferroviario de este sorprendente itinerario para ciclistas,

Tnst, deportives senderistas y accesible a personas con discapacidad.

© Mapa

0O HEZDERBEH

Volver o las Viey Verdas

Puntos de intenés
m ™ Alojamientos

@ C i Restaurscion

m _| Oficinas de Turismo
i Manumenkos.

E | Museos

E | Naturaleza

H _| Instalaciones deportivas

| Seleccionar todas

—
Trarnos aptos para P.M.R

Tramos practicables para P.M.R
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Tramo2 Tamos
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— Tramos aptos para P.M.R

Tramos practicables para P.M.R

@ Lo que no te puedes perder

* Apreciar la floracion de la jara (sobre finales de abril) y toda la diversidad paisajistica de esta
via verde: desde la vega del rio Tajo, dehesas y los cultivos, las encinas y berrocales, hasta el
paisaje de jaras y pizarras.

»Alojarte y /o comer en los vagones de tren de la estacion de Campilio-Sevilleja (Km. 35), en

un verdadero coche-cama y coche-r dos del ruide. (enlace al informe
de ese establecimiento)
* Tomar algunas de tus mejores fi fias desde el impresi fad del Azutan

sobre &l rlo Tajo, (km 13), ¥ tratar de avistar algunas especies emblematicas como ciernias;
gamos, corzes e infinidad de conejos al paso por la finca del Arco (km. 9), siempre gue
respetemos su silencio.

»Recorrer la via verde en alguna de las 3 bici daptadas donadas por Sanitas a la
Fundacidn Tambidn. Estdn a tu entera disposicién Ilamanao al telef. 925455625

» Visitar el CERI, Centro de Estudio de Rapaces Ibéricas, localizado en Sevilleja de La Jara,
unos de los mas antiguos de Espafla. Para concertar una visita: 925267900, No contamos con
informacian scbre el nivel de accesibilidad de este centro.

§ Cémo llegar

En coche: 5i eres usuario de silla de ruedas v llegas en coche propio te recomendamas que

accedas a la Via Verde por los siguientes accesos:

sAcceso n® 1: En el municiplo de Calera y Chozas, por la estacidn de ferracarril, en el parking
situado junto al edificto principal.

»Acceso n® 2: En el municiplo de Aldeanueva de Barbarroya, por la antigua estacién de ferrocarril,

*Accesn 09 4: En el complejo turistico "Estacidn de Pizarrita”, en el parking situado junto a 1a Via
Verde.

*Acceso n® 5: En el cruce con la Crta. CM-4162 (El Campillo-N-502), en el parking situado junto a
la Via Verde,

»Acceso n® & En la antigua estacién de Santa Quiteria, en el parking situado junto al drea de
descanso.

En tren: A Talavera de la Reina, a 15 Km de Calera y Chozas. Consulta si la estacidn dispone de
servicio Atendo para PMR en el siguiente teléfono o correo electranico: 917744040,
oca.accesibilidad@ren(e.as

En autobls: Camplilo de La Jara, Calera y Chozas, Aldeanueva de Barbarroya, Estacion de
autobuses de Talavera de la Reina (Toledo), teléfono de informacian 925800400
Empresas: Sealsa Interurbanos y Autocares Vila

VIAT FAVEnef

Vodafone
Espafia

ONCE
ke mtm«mm

g’ ‘ Fundacién

Fundacin ior weraiad

war SRR




Information about accesible tourism

supply around greenways

e i

C'  [§ www.viasverdesaccesibles.es/viasverdes/puntosinteres/ruta/via-verde-de-la-jara/alojamientos

Accesibilidad via verde
Discapacidad intelectual
k. Accesibilidad general

% Tramo 1: Apto para PMR

®® Tramo n® 2: Practicable para
PMR

P Tramo n® 3: Practicable para
PMR

* Tramo n2 4: Apto para PMR

*‘ Tramo n® 5: Apto para PMR

Puntos de interés
[Z] alojamientos

B instalaciones deportivas

kY Museos

) Restauracién

Todos

o Volver a las vias verdes

[Z] Alojamientos

=
ERESE

6 establecimiento/s

Casa Rural Miel y Romero

Plaza de San Isidro, 16
45671 Gargantilla - Sevilleja de la Jara (Toledo)

Telefono: 635 65 07 89
E-mail: -
Web: www.miglyromero.com

Mas informacion @

Casa Rural La Pontezuela

C/ Mirador del Tajo, s/n
45570 El Puente del Arzobispo (Toledo)

Telefono: 615 351 408
E-mail: -
Web: www.casarurallapontezuela.es

Mas informacion @



Methodologie

» Selection of Greenways to analyze (10) in different regions ]

e To develop the analysis methodology of greenways

7

e Fieldwork and joint technical implementation of PREDIF and FFE :
(10 + 150 VV tourism resources)

J

N\

e Guide Reports

¢ Creacion de Web Accesible

e Review and update content ]

€ €€€<L



Andalucia

G re e nways i n C I u d e d Via Verde de la Sierra (Cadiz - Sevilla) 36 km

Via Verde del Aceite (Jaén) 55 km
[ ]
on the GU|de Castilla La Mancha
Via Verde de La Jara (Toledo) 52 km
iz [wmsu Comunidad de Madrid
: Via Verde del Tajufia (Madrid) 47 km

Castillay Ledn

Via Verde de Laciana (Ledn) 6 km
Asturias

Via Verde de la Senda del Oso (Asturias) 41,5 km
Murcia

Via Verde del Noroeste (Murcia) 78 km

Comunidad Valenciana

Via Verde de Ojos Negros (Castellon -Valencia) 70 km
Cataluna
Via Verde de la Terra Alta (Tarragona) 23 km

Navarra - Euskadi
Via Verde del Plazaola (Navarra - Guipuzcoa) 42,5 km



SOME CONCLUSIONS

€ Accessible tourism in Europe It is a very
important niche market and there are clear
business opportunities linked to this growing
demand.

€ They are already available thousands of km of
greenways in Europe, car-free, safe and
accessible, very suitable for people with special
needs, including cyclists.

€ Furthermore there are much more potential km
that can be developed as these accessible routes.



SOME CONCLUSIONS

€ Ensure accessibility in greenways allows people with
disabilities to enjoy nature with autonomy.

€ Greenways managers and stakeholders must improve
the infrastructures, equipments and services to ensure
tourism for all.

€ The Chain of the accessibility is key to generate
accessible tourism product in European greenways.

€ Accessible tourism represent an add value for tourism
sector in general.
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